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SYLVANWISE • FOCUSED GUIDANCE READING

The Roads Ahead
Illustrative Tarot & Oracle Reading Sample

This public sample is adapted from the structure and reader experience of a real SylvanWise 
Focused Guidance Reading. Identifying details and personal circumstances have been removed or 

altered to protect client privacy. Card artwork is omitted from this public sample. The purpose is to 
show the warmth, depth, structure, and practical-spiritual integration clients can expect.

Prepared with Care by Deann Burch | SylvanWise
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What a Focused Guidance Reading Feels Like
A Focused Guidance Reading begins with the question or life area you bring forward, then uses one 
primary symbolic modality to explore that territory with depth. The reading is personally curated 
rather than generated from a fixed script, and the spread itself is chosen or designed to fit the shape 
of the question.

The emphasis is not on handing you a verdict about your future. I listen for patterns, symbolism, 
emotional undercurrents, practical choices, and the ways the cards speak to one another across the 
spread. I am interested in what becomes useful when spiritual insight is brought into the life you are 
actually living: relationships, work, body, home, decisions, boundaries, rest, purpose, and the 
ordinary moments where awareness becomes choice.

Some readings arrive quietly. Others bring humor, odd little images, repeating symbols, or one 
phrase that continues resurfacing until it becomes the thread holding the whole reading together. 
The tone changes with the person. The care, honesty, depth, and respect for your agency do not.

A FOCUSED READING IS NOT A “MINI” READING

Focused refers to scope and modality, not superficiality. The goal is a bounded reading with 
enough room for the symbols, patterns, practical guidance, and lived meaning to become 
genuinely useful.

A Sample Guiding Question

“What is opening in the next chapter of my life, and what do I most need to 
understand as I move toward it?”
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The Roads Ahead Spread
For this illustrative sample, the spread is organized as one journey with several connected roads. The 
positions are designed to keep the reading coherent while still giving distinct life areas room to 
speak.

#8
The Lantern

What illuminates the way forward?

#2
The Horizon

What is beginning to reveal itself?

#3
The Body Road

How do I work with the life I am living 
physically?

#5
The Purpose Road

What deeper orientation is asking to be 
heard?

#7
The Relationship Road

What do I need to understand about 
care and connection?

#4
The Heart Road

What is developing in companionship 
and intimacy?

#6
The Work Road

What is asking for direction in practical 
life?

#1
The Ground Beneath You

Where do I stand now?

WHY THE LAYOUT MATTERS

I pay attention to the physical relationships among the cards: what sits at the center, what faces 
the past or future, which cards mirror one another, where repetition occurs, and how the spread 
itself begins telling a story before any single card is interpreted in isolation.
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Patterns, Presence, and Pulse
Before walking the spread card by card, I step back and look at the energetic architecture as a whole. 
I notice suit balance, Major and Minor Arcana, Court Cards, repeating numbers, reversals, elemental 
emphasis, visual direction, recurring symbols, cards that seem to answer one another, and even what 
is absent.

In this sample, the reading begins with two Pentacle Court Cards, then moves through a single Wand, 
three Major Arcana, the Swords, and a final Oracle card. That sequence creates a movement from 
tangible life and embodiment into deeper questions of agency, inner knowing, direction, relationship, 
and discernment.

The larger pattern is more useful than a pile of separate definitions. A Page can show us the next step. 
A Queen can show us what mature stewardship looks like. The High Priestess can slow the room 
down enough for intuition to become audible. The Chariot can then carry that inner awareness back 
into choices, schedules, resources, and movement. The cards become a conversation.

THE PATTERN UNDERNEATH THE QUESTIONS

Ground first. Listen inward. Decide what deserves your energy. Then move.
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ROAD 1

The Ground Beneath You
Where do you stand now?

Page of Pentacles
CARD IMAGE OMITTED FROM PUBLIC SAMPLE

Key Words: Grounding • Beginning • Direction • Practice • Choice

The Page of Pentacles stands on a road with a map at his feet and a signpost beside him. The route 
toward the structure in the distance is not perfectly straight. It curves, disappears for a moment, and 
then finds its way forward again. I like that image because it does not require you to know every turn 
before beginning. It asks for orientation and the next deliberate step.

What catches my attention is his stance. He is steady, awake, and participating in the road. The 
symbolism is wonderfully practical: place your feet where you are, look at what is actually available, 
and move from there. Spiritual insight is useful when it helps you inhabit the real life in front of you 
with greater awareness.

The coin in his hand adds another layer. I often use the image of a coin toss as a way to discover 
preference rather than surrender choice. Heads is cake, tails is pie. The coin lands on pie, and 
suddenly you realize you were hoping for cake. Wonderful. The coin has already done its job. It 
revealed something. You are still the one choosing dessert.

ONE STEP IS STILL A ROAD

You do not need to leap over every curve. Steady yourself where you are and take the next honest 
step with intention.

Strategies

 When a concern feels too large, identify the smallest practical step genuinely available now.
 When you feel torn, notice what you secretly hope the answer will be before asking anyone else.
 Let outside information inform you without automatically becoming the ruler of the decision.

Reflective Questions

1. If everyone else’s needs became quiet for a moment, what would I hear myself saying that I want?
2. What next step is small enough to take and meaningful enough to count?
3. Where am I waiting for perfect certainty when I already have enough information for one honest 

movement?

Action Steps

 Choose one personal goal for the next several months and write it in one sentence.
 Create a weekly “one step” check-in: What did I do this week that moved me toward my own life?
 Try the coin-toss exercise once and notice the answer you hoped would appear before making the 

actual decision.
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ROAD 5

The Purpose Road
What deeper orientation is asking to be heard now?

The High Priestess
CARD IMAGE OMITTED FROM PUBLIC SAMPLE

Key Words: Intuition • Stillness • Discernment • Mystery • Inner Authority

The High Priestess at the center of a spread changes the tempo. She does not rush to make the 
invisible explain itself on command. She watches. She listens. She gives an impression time to 
become distinguishable from noise.

I do not experience this kind of stillness as inactivity. It is preparation. A conscious pause can be the 
place where you recognize what belongs to you, what is simply loud, and what has been quietly true 
for longer than you realized.

Purpose is often made unnecessarily grand. Sometimes the sacred work of a chapter is learning to 
inhabit your own life differently: becoming more available to Spirit, more trustworthy to yourself, 
more present in your body, and more discerning about what you carry forward. If something larger 
is meant to grow from that, the High Priestess is perfectly comfortable letting it arrive in whispers.

TRUST THE WHISPERS

Spirit does not need to become the loudest voice in the room. Quiet can help you recognize what 
was already present.

Strategies

 Create regular quiet that does not require you to produce an answer.
 Treat intuition as a relationship strengthened through observation and verification.
 Notice the difference between a quiet inner knowing and an urgent influence speaking loudly in 

the moment.

Reflective Questions

4. What becomes audible in me when no one else needs anything?
5. Where do I already know enough to begin, even if I cannot explain every reason?
6. Which spiritual practices make me more present in ordinary life?

Action Steps

 Keep a brief journal of dreams, synchronicities, and inner knowing for one month.
 Choose one contemplative practice that genuinely suits you: silence, music, prayer, nature, 

journaling, art, cards, or mindful movement.
 Once a week, sit with one question only. Ask it, breathe, and notice what arises over the following 

day or two.
ROAD 8
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The Lantern
What single understanding helps illuminate the next phase?

Two of Swords
CARD IMAGE OMITTED FROM PUBLIC SAMPLE

Key Words: Discernment • Decision • Inner Knowing • Trade-offs • Clarity

In this deck, the familiar blindfolded figure is not simply sitting with two crossed swords. She is 
taking aim. That changes the feeling of the card. The blindfold becomes less about ignorance and 
more about the skill of orienting toward what you know even when every external condition is not 
visible.

By the time the reading reaches this position, the question is no longer “Do I have enough tools?” The 
question is “What am I choosing to carry forward?” Old stories do not deserve equal voting rights 
simply because they have been loud for a long time. Familiarity is information, not destiny.

The Lantern does not promise twenty miles of illuminated highway. It gives enough light to recognize 
what belongs in your hand for the next step. That is usually plenty.

YOUR LANTERN

You do not need to see the entire road to know what belongs in your hand for the next step.

Strategies

 Collect information until the real choice becomes visible, then give your own discernment a place 
in the decision.

 Notice the trade-offs carried by each direction without turning the unchosen path into failure.
 Ask whether an old story reflects current information or a remembered expectation.

Reflective Questions

7. What decision keeps returning because I already know it needs my attention?
8. Which role, story, or expectation would I put in a box at the curb?
9. What does the “golden light” of the next chapter feel like, even before I can name what creates it?

Action Steps

 Name one decision ready to move from contemplation into action.
 Create two columns: “Moves me toward my life” and “Pulls me away from my life.”
 Choose a small physical symbol for your Lantern: a candle, stone, card, or object that returns you 

to discernment.
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How the Cards Work Together
This is where the reading becomes more than the sum of its card meanings. The Page begins with the 
practical next step. The Queen matures that energy into stewardship. The High Priestess creates 
enough inner quiet to recognize what is true. The Chariot carries that awareness into movement. The 
Two of Swords distills the whole journey into discernment.

The repeated invitation is not frantic action. It is conscious participation. Pause long enough to hear 
yourself. Notice what the cards, your lived reality, your body, your relationships, and your own inner 
knowing are showing you. Then move with intention.

That is also how spirituality enters everyday life in a SylvanWise reading. The symbolic language 
eventually has to meet an ordinary Tuesday. A decision. A conversation. A boundary. A rest day. A 
budget. A walk. A relationship. A question you stop asking everyone else long enough to hear your 
own response.

THE CENTRAL MESSAGE

The next chapter may ask less for one missing answer and more for a stronger relationship with 
your own inner authority: grounded enough to pause, clear enough to choose, and willing enough 
to move.

Threads to Carry Forward

 One step at a time is still movement.
 You belong inside the life you are tending.
 Support and adaptation can be forms of wisdom.
 Purpose can be quiet, intimate, and deeply sacred.
 Spiritual insight becomes useful when it enters ordinary choices.
 Clarity often arrives when enough information has been gathered and discernment is finally 

allowed to participate.
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A Closing Message from Deann
When I finish a reading, I usually notice which image remains after the cards have gone quiet. In this 
sample, it is the road itself: not perfectly straight, not fully visible, but alive with enough markers to 
keep moving.

A reading does not have to solve the entire future to be useful. Sometimes its gift is helping you 
become more present inside the life you are already living. Let yourself hear what you want. Let 
practical reality participate in the conversation. Let support count. Let Spirit speak in whispers. Let 
your ordinary decisions become spiritual practice because they are made with consciousness and 
care.

And then return to the reading later. Tarot has a funny way of revealing a sentence differently after 
life gives you the experience that sentence was waiting for.

With Warmth and Wonder,

Deann | SylvanWise
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